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Cascadilla Creek:
Who They Are

Cascadilla Creek is a group of women musicians who are good friends of 
Suzanne Schwartz. Individually, they each play regularly with other bands 
in Ithaca and Central New York. They came together for the fun of creating 
fantastic music that would raise everyone’s spirits. Their name is taken from 
the creek that runs near Suzanne’s home in downtown Ithaca. For Suzanne, 
bringing this wonderful group of artists to Trumansburg is not just coming 
home again, but coming full circle.

Hope Grietzer was inducted into the New York State Fiddlers’ Hall of Fame 
in 2009. She can be found fiddling at concerts and contra dances with the trio 
Grietzer, Hodgson, Manning and twin-fiddling with Kathy Selby.
 Hope teaches private and group fiddle lessons through Broome 
Community College. She is past president of the local chapter of the New York 
State Old Time Fiddlers Association and leads a monthly kids’ fiddle tune jam.
The Tune of the Month on Hope’s website is accessed by hundreds of fiddlers 
across the globe, from Russia to Australia and points in between. Hear snippets 
from her CD with Rick Manning and Tom Hodgson, Whistling Swans, at www.
happyhollowmusic.com/ghm.htm”

Susan Murphy (Uilleann pipes, whistles) hails from the New York City musical 
theatre world. She “ran away” from the classical music conservatory scene 
to become a composer/lyricist and worked in children’s musical theatre and 
cabaret for 17 years. Clearly, this was the right path, as her compositions 
earned her an ASCAP Young Composers grant for her masters in music 
composition. In 1985, on her honeymoon in Ireland, she was introduced to Irish 
music, and ended up in two NYC Celtic bands, the Celtic rock group The Clan 
(later to be “Lenahan”), and the acoustic group Beltaine. She left the world of 
music in the early ’90s to work in radio and video with at-risk youth. She has 
retired to Ithaca, and has returned to music, as composer lyricist/keyboard 
and wind player with Answer the Muse, and playing whistles, pipes and piano 
with Doolin O’Dey.

Andrea Katz grew up in Arlington, Texas and started playing violin in her 
elementary school’s orchestra program. She stayed in the orchestra through 
high school, at which point she got a CD full of fiddle tunes in the mail from 



her uncle, who calls contra dances. She had never heard anything like it and 
was instantly hooked. She learned the whole CD by ear within days. She 
went to Irish sessions and contra dances to learn more. Now she is a graduate 
student in applied physics at Cornell University, where she feels lucky to have 
such a great group of people to play tunes with!

Barb Herrman (Banjo) recently moved to Ithaca from the hills of West 
Virginia where she lived for half of her life and grew a five-string banjo as 
an appendage, picking in old-time jams. She was actually born in New York 
City and grew up in South Jersey where she cut her chops on keyboards 
across the river from Philly, listening to Famous 56 WFIL AM radio. As an 
art major, she discovered she is a synaesthete, experiencing music and colors 
as blended sensory perceptions, so given any opportunity to get a natural 
high playing tunes, she is there. These days, she likes to mix it up among 
traditional mountain music, rock, Cajun, New Orleans jazz, and contemporary 
clawhammer style. She can also be found floating on Cayuga Lake in the 
summer, plucking a uke or blowing it out on a melodica. 

Carolyn Blake (Mandolin) lives in Binghamton and grew up on a farm near 
there. She has been in love with the mandolin since age 18, when she requested 
one instead of a class ring. She also plays guitar and piano, and enjoys singing 
at her church and with various bands and jams in Binghamton and Ithaca.

Suzanne Schwartz (Cello/Mandocello) arrived in upstate New York as an 
infant from Korea. She spent her growing-up years roaming the streets of 
T-Burg, where she attended school and graduated in 1981. She began playing 
music when she was six. She studied violin and cello at Ithaca Talent Education 
for several years. She has experimented with diverse instruments throughout 
her life. (She hated the trumpet.) She thinks she learns and grows best by 
practicing with others, and participates in music jams in and around Ithaca.

Kathy Selby grew up in England, singing and playing both folk and classical 
music from an early age. She discovered fiddle music on her first visit to 
Ireland, and underwent a rapid and fanatical conversion from violinist to 
fiddle player. Now living in Ithaca, Kathy performs at concerts, festivals, 
coffeehouses, weddings and special events. She is an accomplished dance 
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fiddler, playing for contras and English country dances. Kathy’s repertoire 
spans almost four centuries, from 17th century English country dances to 
recently composed tunes. Her expressive playing embraces a broad spectrum 
ranging from lively jigs and reels to soulful airs and tragic laments. Kathy 
enjoys playing Eastern European and klezmer music with the Cornell 
University Klezmer Ensemble. She spends summers with her family in West 
Cork, Ireland, where she participates in pub sessions and ceilidhs.

Cindy Mallery is a member of the Sears Street Band and is frequently seen 
playing in various open bands in the Ithaca area. She began playing guitar in 
a folk style at the age of 12. Cindy arrived in Ithaca in the late ’70s. She began 
playing contra about 2007, after studying folk guitar with radio personality 
Phil Shapiro.  

✺

Pamela Goddard & Ted Crane (Waltz Instructors) have shared their love of 
traditional music and dance with the Ithaca area community for over 25 years. 
They have taught waltz, American and English country dance, and other folk 
dances at festivals and events across the Northeast. Pamela and Ted are known 
for their easygoing style, gentle humor and inclusiveness.
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